
November 2003                                                                                                                             Issue 9

WSWCA Meeting Highlights
November 11, 2003

Present: J. Applebaum, J. Arneth, M.J. Barrett,  
S. Batcheler, J. Brazino, M. Davidson, A. Earling, 
I. Gold, J. Jordan, J. Menegakis, D. Pesek 

Absent: K. Cushing, A. Rice, V. Trosino.

I. GREETINGS
President Judy Applebaum called tonight’s 
meeting to order.

II. BOARD MEETING MINUTES
The Minutes from WSWCA’s September 
Board meeting were unanimously adopted with 
two corrections to attendance.  Kathy Cushing 
and Michael Davidson were erroneously listed 
as absent from the meeting when they were in 
attendance.

III. TREASURER’S REPORT 
John Jordan delivered highlights of the 
Treasurer’s report which was adopted unani-
mously.    

IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• A planning meeting for a new Center 

City retirement community developed by 
local residents will take place on Saturday, 
November 15th, 2pm at the Friends Arch 
Street Meeting House.  Interested parties 
are encouraged to attend and learn more at 
their website—lovecentercity@yahoo.com.

 
• WSWCA’s John Jordan explained how the 

new voting machines tabulate the ballot.

• The Preservation Alliance, an advisory 
group, requested access to WSWCA’s 
membership mailing list in order to distrib-
ute information concerning 9 significant and 
endangered historic properties in Center 
City.   WSWCA does not normally share its 
membership mailing list with outside enti-
ties.  A past President of the Preservation 
Alliance attended tonight’s meeting and 
discussed the nature of the organization.   
Board sentiment favored the cause but 
upheld policy against directly sharing the 
membership list.  Instead, the Board will 
obtain the Alliance’s newsletters and con-
duct the mailing with costs borne by the 
Alliance. 

Motion:  A motion unanimously passed to pro-
vide the Preservation Alliance a one-time mail-
ing to WSWCA membership regarding preser-
vation of historic Center City buildings.

• State Representative Babette Josephs will 
hold a meeting to address parking issues.  
In attendance will be representatives 
from State Senator Fumo & Councilman 
CiCicco’s offices, the Parking Authority and 
WSWCA.  Please contact Judy Applebaum 
with any parking concerns you would like 
addressed.

V. BOARD ELECTIONS
Cecil Baker was unanimously elected to 
WSWCA’s Board tonight after introductions 
and distribution of a bio outlining his formi-
dable career as an architect and professor.  A 
resident of Wash West for 18 years, the Board 
is delighted to welcome him to our volunteer 
ranks.  

The following Board members were re-elected 
to their positions as Board Officers:
President – Judy Applebaum
Vice President – John Arneth
Secretary – Iris Gold
Treasurer – John Jordan

VI. GUEST SPEAKERS:  OFFICERS TANYA 
BROWN  & CATHERINE FAN-RAWLINGS 
The 6th District’s two Community Relations 
Police Officers provided information on the 
911 system, crime victim reporting, quality of 
life arrests, community court, Police District 
Advisory Council (PDAC) and Town Watch.

A focus of their presentation was the need 
for some form of Town Watch in Wash West.  
Both Society Hill and Northern Liberties have 
successful Town Watch programs.  Society Hill 
has residents patrolling their neighborhood 4 
days/week.  Northern Liberties, which won an 
award for their Town Watch Program, patrols 
Fridays and Saturdays.  

However, it was stressed that there are dif-
ferent forms of Town Watch and not every 
program must include patrolling.  Some pro-
grams act as  “eyes and ears” for the police by 
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Wash West 

Wants YOU... 
to join our Eyes & 

Ears Town Watch

Worried about 

crime and 

quality of life 

issues in your 

neighborhood? 

Stop complaining 

and DO 

something! 

Join our Town 

Watch. No patrol-

ling required—

just observant, 

involved and com-

mitted neighbors, 

helping neighbors.

Contact Joe 

Brazino to 

express your 

interest. 215-985-

0860 or brazino.j@

mellon.com



reporting activity via telephone, fax and email.  
The police will train community volunteers 
in any/all forms of Town Watch.  Officer Fan 
Rawlings stressed the need for communities to 
begin slowly when considering and planning a 
Town Watch.  She suggested starting with com-
munity meetings to create goals and objectives.  
Northern Liberties met over the course of sev-
eral months to determine their needs, resources 
and objectives.  Meetings provide a forum for 
potential volunteers to learn more before com-
mitting their time and to help shape the pro-
gram.  Town Watch funding may be available.  

Finally both Officers encouraged residents 
to call them with any concerns. They can be 
reached at 215-686-3063.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Greening
Motion:  The Board unanimously approved 
$8,000 in expenditures for the Greening 
Committee’s planting of 38 new neighborhood 
trees.    

B. Membership
WSWCA Membership Dues have not been 
increased in a number of years while rent and 
other Civic expenses have gone up.  A plan for 
increasing dues was voted on tonight.
 
Motion:  The Board voted to increase certain 
categories of WSWCA’s membership dues by 
a vote of 10 in favor and two opposed.  New 
rates follow.  Asterisks indicate no increase for 
that category.

Large Business—$100 * Household—$30

Medium Business—$60 Individual—$20

Small Business—$30 Patron—$100*

Disabled—$7* Senior—$7*

C. Awareness
Annette Earling has taken over as Chair of this 
committee, which is responsible for producing 
the Civic’s monthly newsletter, The Post, as well 
as maintaining its website, washwestcivic.org.  
Needed are a writer and editor for The Post.   
Please help by calling Annette to volunteer at 
215-545-5843.

D. Safety & Security
“Ready, Willing & Able,” a group of recovering 
substance abuse addicts headquartered at 1221 
Bainbridge Street who clean areas of Center 
City, are submitting a proposal to Citizens Bank 

to fund weekly cleaning of 53 square blocks of 
Wash West on the day after trash pick up.

E. Government Affairs
905 Lombard Street
Motion:  The Board voted unanimously to not 
oppose a variance allowing additions to this 
residence.  

140 South 11th Street
A letter of non-opposition was provided for an 
eat-in/take-out pizzeria (no alcohol).

Jefferson Parking Garage
A revised project plan was presented at the last 
Government Affairs meeting.  Revisions include 
no curb cuts on Chestnut Street, a changed 
façade and more retail space.  No action was 
required by WSWCA.  

1034 Spruce Street
The request for non-opposition to variances 
allowing for construction of a 5-story, apart-
ment building with ground floor commercial 
space has already been detailed here.  The 
building owner,  NWJ Management, last pre-
sented Government Affairs with plans which 
remained vague and inconsistent with previ-
ous presentations.  WSWCA raised numerous 
concerns.  The applicants will return to the next 
Government Affairs meeting on November 
25th at 7:30pm in Jefferson Hall.  Meanwhile 
the city engineer issued a report determining 
the building presented imminent danger and 
requiring NWJ to shore up the building as was 
recently done.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted, 
Iris J. Gold
Secretary

Be a Host 

with the 

Most

People from all 

over the coun-

try and the 

world come to 

Philadelphia to 

take advantage of 

our extraordinary 

health facilities. 

However, many 

of them can’t get 

the long term 

care they need 

simply because 

they have no 

place to stay.

Please consider 

being a volunteer 

host with “Hosts 

for Hospitals,” a 

local organiza-

tion that matches 

patients and 

their families 

with suitable host 

homes. To date 

they have lodged 

nearly 300 guest-

families from 39 

different coun-

tries. For more 

information, call 

610-660-6667.
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Washington Square West Civic Association
1209 Locust Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107

215-545-3260, Fax 215-545-9150, email info@washwestcivic.org

Seniors and Disabled                                       $7.00
Individual                                                        $15.00
Household                                                       $25.00
Individual Patron                                          $100.00
Small Business (1-15 emp.)                           $25.00
Medium Business (16-35 emp.)                     $50.00
Large Business (36+ emp.)                          $100.00
Other Contribution                               $ __________

2003 Membership Form

Name _____________________________________________

Business Name ____________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

  ___________________________________________

Phone (Home) ______________  (Work) ______________

Email ____________________ Fax _____________________

Are You 

A People 

Person?

Pennsylvania 

Hospital is look-

ing for warm and 

friendly people 

like you to pro-

vide key services 

for its visitors 

and patients. 

Volunteer 

opportunities 

are available in 

guest relations, 

maternity, infor-

mation desks, 

the gift shop, 

and more.

If you have 

what it takes, 

please call 

their Volunteer 

Services Office 

at 215-829-5187.

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT
by Judy Applebaum
I thought I would take this opportunity  to tell you 
about WSWCA activities during the past months.

As you know, there was a terrible fire at 11th 
and Spruce Street in August. Thankfully, no resi-
dents were hurt and the damage was confined 
to the physical structure.  However, the own-
ers of the building were slow to make the site 
safe for pedestrians and sanitary for those living 
near the site.  Through the Civic Association, 
efforts in concert with Councilman DiCicco and 
Carl Engelke from Senator Fumo’s office, the 
owners of the property were made to clean 
up the debris from the fire and shore up the 
building remains.  No longer is it an immedi-
ate safety hazard for those living, working, or 
simply needing to walk by the site.  Further, the 
Governmental Affairs Committee is working 
with NWJ Management, owners of the property, 
to ensure that a quality structure is being rebuilt 
which will make a positive addition to our 
neighborhood.

Wash West continues to meet with a represen-
tative from the Managing Directors office on a 
regular basis to address neighborhood issues.  
Whether it is a missing traffic sign, a pothole 
that hasn’t been repaired, or facilitating meetings 
between Wash West and different city agencies, 
Ms. Loree Jones has been of invaluable service 
to our community.

Wash West sits on the South Street Alliance, 
made up of representatives form the South 
Street/Head House Business District, other 
neighboring  civic associations, the councilman, 
Carl Engelke, city agencies, and the police.  We 
meet quarterly with the Managing Director, to 
discuss developments on South Street, which 
would have an impact on the communities.  The 
relative calm of Mardi Gras and Greek Picnic 
can be attributed to everyone working together 
to make these events safe for all attendees and 
for the residents.

You have read in previous POST’s of Wash West’s 
determination to keep our neighborhood clean.  
Earlier this year, we helped underwrite a pilot proj-
ect for street cleaning the day after trash collection.  
The pilot project was well received.  We will soon 
be presenting a proposal to one of the major 
corporations in Wash West, asking it to underwrite 
the costs of this cleaning.  And of course, we are 
also looking for ways to raise money necessary to 
re-light the entire Wash West district. 

In October,  Captain Korn was invited to our 
general membership meeting to hear first-hand 
the concerns and experiences of our resi-
dents regarding crime in the neighborhood.  In 
November our community police officers gave 
a presentation of how we can assist them in 
our mutual goal of less drugs, prostitution and 
other street crime.  As a result of the meetings, 
a group of residents interested in organizing a 
Town Watch have come forth.  If you would like 
to join them, contact Joe Brazino, head of the 
Safety and Security Committee.  

 Wash West, along with ten other civic associations 
and Councilman DiCicco, is lobbying for a commu-
nity driven approach to the development of Penn’s 
Landing.  With the help of the Councilman’s office, 
an independent land-planning firm has been work-
ing on a charette of the waterfront. 

Finally, Wash West will be working with 
Representative Babette Josephs on the crucial 
issue of parking in our neighborhood.  More 
information will be coming in future editions of 
the Post.

I invite you to learn more by coming to our 
meetings.  Phone calls and emails with your con-
cerns or ideas are always welcome.  We share 
common goals—a love of our neighborhood and 
a desire to keep it safe, thriving, clean, and green.

Happy Holidays to all.



1108  Spruce St. Condo Assn.
1130  Spruce St. Condo Assn.
12th Air Command
12th Street Gym
310 Juniper Associates
Accent on Design
Alan S. Carpel, Esq.
Alexander Inn
All Occasions Flowers Ltd.
Amer. Postal Workers House
Antiques & Interiors
Apt. and Townhouse Rentals
Associated Property Management, Inc.
Benjamin Cobrin & Company
Berkshire Properties, Inc.
BLENDO Past and Present
Bill Grubb/Prudential Fox Roach
Bump
Cecil Baker & Associates
Center City Animal Clinic
Center City One
Chancellor Associates
Christopher Markus “The Lion’s 

Mane”
Church of St. Luke & The Epiphany
Circle of Hope Church
Columbus Property Management
Community Pet Care
ConEast Properties Ltd.
Cosmopolitan Apartments
Christopher Markus Salon

Daedalus Group
Danny’s Bookstore
David Slovic Associates
Dee Paper Company
Deux Cheminees
Dirty Frank’s
Drew House Partners
Estate Interiors LLC
Fineman Realty Group
Foodery
Franklin Medical Building
Geekgirl Graphics
Giovanni’s Room
Hair Extraodinaire
Harold S. Levin, Inc.
Happily Ever After
Haute to Trot
Hellenic Center Travel Inc.
Hello World Fine Gifts
Henry George School
Historical Society of PA
Holiday Inn Express-Midtown
Horizon House Inc.
John C. Clark Company
Karlyn Rosen Design
La Buca Ristorante
Lenny’s Shoe Service
Logan’s Restaurant
Lunacy Antiques
M. Finkel & Daughter
Maggie Oswald, Chiropractor

Martine & Co., LLC
Max Beckhoff Locksmith
The Mean Bean Inc.
Mercy Hospice
META5 Inc.
Metropolitan Bakery
Mitchell & Ness Sporting Goods
More Than Just Ice Cream
Pennsylvania Hospital
Philadelphia Design Associates
Philadelphia International Records
Philadelphia Mental Health Center
Photography by Patrick Mattera
Pine Street Pizza
Planned Parenthood of S.E. PA
Portico Row Unit Owners Assn.
Quince-Lombard Parking Corp.
Rodman Street Condo Assoc.
Russakoff Book Store
S&S Properties Cherry Hill
Show of Hands Gallery
Seraphin Gallery
Signatures Gentlemen’s Club
Silvio Modafferi, Attorney at Law
Sisters
Spruce Street Video
St. George Senior Housing
Stephenson Bros. Printers
Steven Fries Chiropractor
Taco House
The Hairdressers

The Inn on Locust
The Inn Philadelphia
Thomas Jefferson University
Two-Four Club
Uncles Bar
Uncles Upstairs Inn
Uniquely Philadelphia, Inc.
University of the Arts
Urban Decor
Urban Genesis Institute
Valanni Restaurant
Venture Inn
V.I.P. Market
Walnut Street Theatre
Walsh & Recker, P.C.
Washington Court Condo Assn.
Washington Square Chiropractic 

Center
Washington Square Paint and 

Hardware
Washington Sq. Real Estate
Wein-Reba Investment Group
William Penn Realty Company
William Way Community Center
Wills Eye Hospital
Woodys
Women of Hope
Xernon Technology Solutions
Young’s Pharmacy

Board of Directors:

President
Judith Applebaum

Vice President
John Arneth

Treasurer
John Jordan

Secretary
Iris J. Gold

Cecil Baker
Mary Jane Barrett
Sarah Batcheler

Joe Brazino
Kathy Cushing

Michael Davidson
Annette C. Earling
Jason Menegakis

Diana Pesek
Alexander Rice
Virginia Trosino

1209 Locust Street
Philadelphia, PA 

19107

215-545-3260
215-545-9150 (fax)

info@washwestcivic.org 

WSWCA Business Members

Jane Golden will speak at the annual meeting of the Friends of 
the Independence Branch Library on Wednesday, January 
21 at 6:30 PM. Ms. Golden is the Director of the City of 
Philadelphia/Department of Recreation’s Mural Arts Program.  
She has tirelessly led the struggle to keep the Mural Arts 
Program in a well-respected and fully funded position.  She has 
received many honors for this nationally recognized program. 
Golden says she continues her work because she believes that 
art has the power to transform people’s lives.  “Art is a lifeline 

for people.  Murals have a profound impact on communities.  Art 
is Hope.” The Washington Square West neighborhood is fortu-
nate to have several of these murals. The meeting will last about 
an hour and include a slide presentation.

The Independence Branch Library is at 18 South Seventh Street. 
This meeting is free and open to the public. Please come. For 
more information call 215 685-1633.

Mural Arts Program Presentation


